In the Registrar-General's returns the various forms of continued fever were classed together under the head of "typhus" or "fever", until 1869.
In Table I are shown the deaths in London from " fever" during a period of forty-eight years, taken from the "Annual Summaries"; also the death-rates per 1,000 estimated to be living in London in each year have been calculated. It is at once seen that, in spite of the enormous increase of population, the absolute loss of life from " fever" is less now than it was ten years ago; much less than it was twenty, thirty, or even forty years ago. When allowance is made for the increase of population, it appears that the mortality from this cause has, during the last sixteen years, been but forty per cent, of what it was during the sixteen years ending with 1852. The decrease has been almost uninterrupted since 1864.
In Table II As the curves of enteric fever are most definite, and as that disease is now the most fatal form of continued fever, it will be convenient to consider it first.
The curves of hospital admissions in the main agree. In both the curve is decidedly below the average from the beginning of March to the end of July, and as decidedly above the average in the last four months of the year.
In two respects they differ: in the older returns of the London Fever Hospital the admissions were much above the mean during August; in the later returns of the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board somewhat below. Again, the admissions to the former hospital were about equal for September, October, and November, whereas in the latter the October admissions were by far the most numerous. An explanation of one at least of these discrepancies is not far to seek. (Table VII) showing for each of the last ten years the total deaths in the metropolis from enteric fever, typhus, and scarlet fever; also the deaths in the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board for the same years, and the percentage that the latter are of the former. This shows that, as regards enteric fever, a proportion varying from 7 to 11 per cent, of the deaths has occurred in the hospitals; as regards typhus, the proportion has varied from 7 to 49 per cent, (in 1882); and as regards scarlet fever, from to 16? per cent. In the case of the two former diseases the proportion treated in the hospitals of the Board has increased of late years, but in an irregular manner and not to a very great extent.
In the case of scarlet fever the increase has been steady and very marked. In the first three years of the period the hospital deaths averaged less than four per cent, of the total; in the last three years over twelve per cent. In Table VII My conclusions may be shortly stated.
(1) The mortality from enteric fever has not materially diminished in London during the last twelve years.
(2) The mortality from both typhus and simple continued fever has decreased very greatly during the same period. 
